
A simple poverty scorecard for Microloan Foundation 
Entity Name ID Date (DD/MM/YY) 

Member:            Joined:  
Loan officer:       Today:  
Branch:             Household size:   

Indicator Value Points Score
A. Eight or more 0  
B. Seven 4  
C. Six 7  
D. Five 11  
E. Four 14  
F. Three 20  
G. Two 29  

1. How many household members are there? 

H. One 41  

A. Tradition 0  
B. Semi-permanent 1  

2. What general type of construction 
materials are used for the dwelling? 

C. Permanent 4  

A. Communal standpipe; communal open, unprotected well; communal 
hand pump; lake/reservoir, river/spring, or other  0  

3. What was your main 
source of drinking 
water in the past 
month? 

B. Piped into dwelling; piped outside dwelling (personal); personal hand 
pump; protected spring; or personal open, unprotected well 7  

A. Collected firewood, crop residue, or animal waste 0  
B. Purchased firewood 4  

4. What is your main 
source of cooking 
fuel? C. Paraffin, electricity, gas, charcoal, saw dust, or other 9  

A. Collected firewood, grass, or other 0  
B. Paraffin 6  

5. What is your main 
source of lighting 
fuel? C. Purchased firewood, electricity, gas, battery/dry cell (torch), or candles 12  

A. No 0  6. Does your household own a lantern 
(paraffin)? B. Yes 4  

A. No 0  7. Does your household own a chair, 
table, upholstered chair, sofa set, 
or coffee table? B. Yes 4  

A. No 0  8. Does your household own a bicycle, 
motorcycle/scooter, or car? B. Yes 5  

A. No 0  9. Does your household own a tape or CD 
player/HiFi? B. Yes 7  

A. No 0  10. Does your household own an iron (for 
pressing clothes)? B. Yes 7  
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Simple Poverty Scorecard for Microloan Foundation: 
Look-Up Table Associating Scores with Poverty Likelihoods 

  Poverty Likelihood (%) 

1993 PPP 2005 PPP 

Score 

 

Natl. Food USAID $1.08/day $2.16/day $1.25/day $2.50/day
0–4  85.2 72.2 72.2 76.4 95.1 95.1 100.0 
5–9  93.2 70.7 70.7 73.4 98.9 98.9 100.0 

10–14  83.1 45.4 51.9 56.3 95.3 95.7 99.6 
15–19  77.8 39.4 44.8 45.5 90.8 91.7 99.7 
20–24  63.9 23.8 28.6 31.1 84.6 85.6 98.6 
25–29  49.4 12.4 17.9 20.0 76.1 78.5 98.1 
30–34  39.4 7.1 10.2 10.6 66.6 69.0 94.8 
35–39  27.6 3.5 5.7 6.6 54.4 57.0 92.9 
40–44  15.3 1.5 1.6 2.7 37.2 39.7 88.4 
45–49  7.2 0.7 0.7 1.2 23.7 25.5 75.7 
50–54  1.5 0.0 0.3 0.3 7.1 7.3 71.2 
55–59  2.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 6.0 7.2 60.2 
60–64  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 1.5 34.3 
65–69  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 6.3 6.3 33.9 
70–74  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 5.9 
75–79  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 3.3 
80–84  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
85–89  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
90–94  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 
95–100  0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 

 


